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the Japan that I found

IBRAGIMOVA Shokhsanam

Tourism Faculty, Master’ s student

I am 23 years old now. My arrival in Japan was after chasing mu childhood dreams

I have always been deeply in love with this amazing culture. Japan is a very well
known and developed, one of the most futuristic countries on Earth. Japan is a
home of many inventions starting from high—tech robotics to unbelievable cooling
jackets. This must have been reason of my affection for Japan. I am a city girl,
I was born in the capital of Uzbekistan, in Tashkent. I have always lived in the
city, among noisy streets. However, I did not choose a big hustle-bustle city
of Japan for the further education. Currently, I am a master s student in Wakayama

University.

“Why Japan?” , - many people ask me. There are a couple of reasons. I and my
peers grew up watching Japanese TV drama “Oshin” .The show was given by the
Japanese Government as a gift to our government for Uzbekistan’ s independence
after the Soviet Union’ s collapse. The whole Uzbekistan watched it with big
passion, and discovered Japan thanks to Oshin Tanakura. The drama is pretty old
however it shaped the image about Japan in Uzbekistan people. My deep love and
admiration to Oshin induced my interest in Japan. The Japanese society has
transferred so far since Oshin’ s period. Especially, in big cities it’s hard to
find that ”“0Oshin” spirit. They have become infusion of different cultures and
nations. Nevertheless, that spirit is still alive in Wakayama. It is not common
to run into foreigners, and that is why I think Wakayama is less touched. To that

extent it seems more authentic to me.

Time after time, I realized that education in Wakayama is a blessing of my destiny.
I met wonderful people. This is what I especially love about this place. The
people here are so welcoming, always approaching and open—hearted. Even though
they do not know English, they try their best to give you a hand. In just one
week of my arrival, I was absolutely fascinated by sincere and heart warming
people of Wakayama. One day, when I just came to Wakayama. I went to AEON MALL
for shopping. I was looking for DAISO there. I was struggling with my Japanese

and it was very hard to catch Wakayama dialect. I asked one woman staff, she
attentively explained me the location of DAISO. I pretended to be understood her
words, however I did not get one thing. I said “wakarimashita” , and left. I

headed to somewhere roaming around. I just turned back and I saw that amazing
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woman following me. She must have understood that I did not get what she said.
She approached and directed me to DAISO. I was touched so much that I wanted to
hug her, and this is just one example. There are a lot of them when people walked
me to the place I was looking for.In Uzbekistan, when I informed a Japanese about
my visit to Wakayama to the Japanese, the first thing they said was a compliment
about kind people living in Wakayama. Now I realized why all Japanese in Uzbekistan

mentioned about friendliness of people in Wakayama.

Another main reason is my own acquaintances and friends, my teachers in the
university. I never ever felt alone or depressed or homesick here. My university

embraced me immediately, and I got blended in their circles.

Beautiful nature, sightseeing places, authentic and less touched Japanese culture
made me attracted to Wakayama more and more month by month. Now I feel like I am
getting used to this Japan, and if I go for a trip to some other city, I suddenly
miss it so much. I am grateful for my fate that it has granted me with such nice

people. My life in Wakayama had become inseparable part of me now.



